
 
 
April 27, 2001 
 
 
Inquiry: I am writing on behalf of a hospital.  We have been struggling for the last year 

with the issue of RCPs having access to medications other than strictly 
"respiratory medications".  It's been the practice in our unit for many years to 
assist the nursing staff during times of high acuity and patient census by 
delivering medications (with the exception of narcotics) to the nurse at the 
bedside.  There are several people within our institution who have expressed 
concerns that this practice is illegal.   (1)  Will you please comment on whether 
this is within the RCP's scope of practice?  (2)   What is the Board's position on 
IV insertion, medication administration by specialty trained protocol driven 
transport teams, and RCPs verifying drug doses and narcotic waste with a RN?. 

 
Response: In response to your inquiry received regarding RCPs assisting the nursing staff 

by delivering any medication to the nurse at the bedside, please be advised that 
there is no prohibition for this activity in the Respiratory Care Practice Act 
(RCPA) or its regulations; that is, the RCPA is mute on this matter. 

 
 In response to your inquiry regarding IV insertion, medication administration by 

specialty trained protocol driven transport teams, and RCPs verifying drug doses 
and narcotic waste with an RN, please be advised that this is nearly verbatim 
from the RCPA and allowed. 
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